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Spinners, who spoke against it on their behalf, declared that 'if
this proposition is passed not one trade unionist in 10,000 would
take any notice of it. Therefore, why should congress waste
time over it ? If our society was to interfere in politics it would go
down immediately, but by keeping clear of politics it would become
a strong organization.' Mr. Ashton's judgment was, on this
occasion, seriously warped and futile, yet he had every right to
believe that it was well based. Previous congresses had passed
similar resolutions, and trade unionists had not taken any 'notice*
of them. His judgment was, however, wrong on this occasion,
because he himself had failed to take notice of the change which
Socialist propaganda and the Taff Vale decision had effected in the
minds of his followers. The resolution was carried by 546 votes
to 434. The first definite step towards the creation of a politically
independent Labour Party had been taken.
In this connection it is interesting to note that although Mr.
Ashton had prophesied that 'our society . . . would go down
immediately' if it engaged in political activities, he was himself,
four years later, a candidate for a seat in Parliament under Labour
Party auspices. This change of attitude was in no way discreditable
to Mr. Ashton—quite the contrary. It was his duty as a responsible
leader to warn the congress against accepting a policy which he
sincerely distrusted; but when a decision had been taken, it was no
less his duty to stand by the union which, for many years, he had
served with loyalty and distinction. We youngsters believed that
'Torn Ashton' was indeed old-fashioned; but we knew that he was
loyal and sincere.
In order to ensure the practical application of the resolution a
special committee was appointed to prepare a draft constitution for
the proposed organization. It included members of the Parlia-
mentary Committee, viz. Sam Woods (Liberal), W. C. Steadman,
M.P. (Radical), Will Thorne (Social Democrat), and Richard Bell.
There were, in addition, two members each from the I.L.P., the
S.D.F., and the Fabian Society—viz. Keir Hardie, J. Ramsay
MacDonald,. Harry Quelch, H. R. Taylor, George Bernard Shaw,
and Edward Pease. When this committee had completed its
preparatory work it called a general conference which met on
the 27th and 28th February 1900, in the Memorial Hall in
Farringdon Street, London, to discuss and adopt the draft of
the proposed constitution. One hundred and twenty delegates,
representing more than half a million trade unionists, were present,

